HIV antibody testing in France: results of a national survey.
Data from a knowledge, attitudes, and behavior survey conducted at the end of 1988 suggest that 13% of the population in France, aged 16 to 50 years, had been tested for HIV antibodies. Geographical differences in testing were observed, with a greater number of respondents tested in the regions where AIDS is most prevalent. Important variations in the percentage of HIV antibody-tested persons were found in relation to age, education, and occupation, but not to gender. Multiple logistic regression analysis identified significant predictors of HIV antibody testing. Behavioral predictors were multiple partners (odds ratio = 2.4), anal intercourse (odds ratio = 1.8), and drug use. A positive relationship was demonstrated between HIV testing and condom use. These correlations could indicate that the opportunity for anonymous and free testing encourages high-risk individuals to be tested.